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O U was once pleaſed to deſire me 
$f to write to you ſuch Obſervations 
as I had made about the Ways 

and Means of Our Imploying and 
providing for Our Poor in Eng- 

land, that you might conſider how 

far any of the ſame Methods might 


be proper to be made Uſe of here in Ireland. 


As imploying the Poor is really one of the 
beſt ways of improving the Nation, which by all 
Rules of Virtue I ought now to conſider as my 
own: And as both Lords and Commons in Par- 
liament here in Ireland by their late Acts have 


mewn a generous Public Spirit ready to exert 
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their Power for the Public Good, it may encou. 


rage all projecting Brains to offer their Obſerva] 
tions to Conſideration; and therefore I have herff 


laid before you pritty largely, one Point which 
I did but touch briefly in my firſt Letter, and 
that is, concerning the preſent State of the Iri 


Fiſhery, and the great Need that we have at thigf 
Time to turn our Minds towards the Improve. 


ment of it. 


F 


THAT I might ſet this in a truer Light before 
you, I have pried into every Corner that I could 


| think of, but have been ſurprized to find how 


little I cou'd meet with, about ſo curious and 
alſo ſo important a Subject as the Fiſhery will bei 


found to be when duely conſidered. 


_ Captain Lawrence in his Preface to, The Inte. 
reſt of Ireland in its Trade and Wealth ſtated 


tells us, that the 4th Inſtruction for the Council 


of Trade given by the Duke of Ormond in thei 


| Year 1664 was this, 


20 U are to conſider by what Means the Fi. 
| ing Trade may be moſt improved in the ſaid King: 
| dom of Ireland But I do not find, that he touch 
| ed upon that Point again in any Part of his Book, 


AND I do not much wonder that he ſaid ſo 
little at that Time, and that others in that Age 


were as filent as he: For in 1664, when the Old 
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[mprovements had been deſtroyed in the Time af | 
me Maſſacre in 41, and thoſe who cou'd eſcape W 
nad been forced to flie for their Lives, and but 
ich few in Compariſon were returned back, they had 
nd { much other Work to do at Land, that they 
had little Time for turning their Labours to the 


hig S2. : 


AND beſides, They did not want it. They 
uad more Proviſion than they could either ſpend W 
For ſell. Altho' their Land was but half tilled, Wl 
and their Bogs undrained, yet they had ſuch 
plenty of black Cattle, that it was really a great 
8 Hart{hip upon them when their Cattle were pro- 
E hibited to be ſold in England at very low Prices. 
Now what Occaſion had they to go to Sea for 
8 Fiſh, when they could not ſpend their own Fleſh> 
lis Neceſſity and Fulneſs of People, and high 
Prices that makes Fiſhermen be at the Charge of 
Nets and Boats, and venture their Lives beſides 
with the Winds and Weather upon the angry l 
Element of the Sea; and ſince they had neither 
Hands to ſpare, nor Want of Proviſion, nor 
Money to give brisk Prices for Fiſh when it was 
caught, what wonder that we hear ſo little of it 
or of any Books about it at that Time. 


THE Merchants indeed might have ſet up 
Fiſheries for Exportation ; and one Branch, the 
dalmon-Fiſbery of the Bann was undertaken; but 
it was by Londoners who had Stock, and were 

in 


| Neighbouring Lands, and that when God eres . 


Employment for the Hands of our Induſtrious 


| lid and practical Notions are moſt likely to be 


| 
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in a way of trading in foreign Markets; but fal 
home Conſumption there was no Need of it, andif 
therefore it is no Wonder that we hear ſo little zi 
that Time about it. - © 3 


Bu r the Tide now does more than begin toi 
turn, eſpecially in ſome Parts. In Dublin, UM 
ter, and I ſuppoſe in all the Well-peopled 

parts of the Nation, Prices grow high, Provi- 

ſions dear, and the Poor can hardly live upon 
the beſt Wages that the Trader can afford to 
give them for their Labour. Great Quantities 
| of Corn are brought hither from abroad, and 
great Numbers of People leave the Land every 

Year and ſeek for new Habitations in Foreign 

Parts: Upon this Foot it is high Time to conſ. 
der, that the Sea is part of the Dominion of all 


ted the Waters, and cauſed them to bring forth 
abundantly, and gave their Produce into Man' 
Hand for the Support of his Life, he gave him 
a Gift that was well worth his Acceptance and 
Improvement; and that now at leaſt it begins to 
be Time for us to conſider, whether we cannot 
find in that a fit Supply of our Wants, and 


People. 
No w in conſidering this Caſe, the moſt io 


found in the Acts of Parliament that have oy 
1 OO ns 
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e MW. about this Point, and there are fifteen 


ant 1 have met with of this Sort, that have 
een made either in England or Ireland; and 
Wet, if 1 gueſs right, we ſtill want either to 


Je new ones made, or the old ones better 
own than they have Heen, or better applied 


to 
$ our own Caſe. 
0 Ir for Method's ſake we conſider thoſe Laws 


on ccording to the Times in which the Courſe 
Things made them needful, we ſhall find a 
rural Order that perhaps will fall in pritt 


jez - | 
nd early with the Occafions and Neceſſities: bot 
ry W our own, and all other Nations. 


Ii the Times of the Danes and Saxons; 
3 hen a great part of England Was Waſte and 
og with few People, they had no more need 
Bo look to the Sea for Food than we have had 
Will now: And therefore I find not one Law 
bout the Fiſh and Fiſhery in thoſe Ages. 


m 
; { ABOUT the Time of Edward the 3d*, 
hen People were increaſed, and Proviſions 


grew dear, as they do now with us in a very 
errible and threatning manner, they made a 
Law that Victuals ſhould be ſold at reaſonable 
krices, and Magiſtrates in Towns and Markets 
nould have Power to inquire and fix the Rates 
f Things. 


dee the Act the 23d Year of his Reign, Chapter the 6th, | 
5 |  Barz 
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Bur as ſuchi reſtraining Laws upon Propertff 
and Markets that ſhould be free, are uſualif 
* found to do more harm than good, two Years 3 
ter they made a contrary Law to encourage af 
Merchant-Strangers to bring in all kind of pn 
viſion; and as it was fit they ſhould, the 
ſhould be Judges themſelves of the Prices « 
their own Goods, and Magiſtrates or other (f 
| ficers ſhould not meddle in the Sale, more thy 
Neceſlity and ſtated Rules allowed. 


Y 22 — 
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+ As Fiſh at that Time began to be found 
great Increaſe of Food to the People, and coſt u 
nothing but the Charge of catching, © The nen 
| Laws were made to encourage Fiſhermen by g 
|| ving them as well as Strangers a right to ſg 
their own Prices upon their Goods, and to fe 
them at any Time between Sun-riſing, and Sm 

ſetting. And when the Fiſhers in the very nen 
Parliament the 35tþ of Edward the 3d, com 
| | plained that they were reſtrained from ſelling 
|| their Fiſh after Sun-ſeiting, becauſe it was ſome 
times Night before they could bring their Full 
to Land, that Limitation was with great realdl 
taken off, and they were allowed to fell wha 
they would, either by Day or Night, 


| Bur whereas the People then were grow 
into ſuch want of it, that the Buyers would 
meet the Fiſhermen at Sea, and buy them ther 


{ that was prohibited, and it was required 8 
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they ould not fell their Fi till the Cable was | 
drawn to Land. 5 i 


pertſ 
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rs af OE | g 3 | 3 CIs 

e a AND whereas other Diffieulties might ariſe if 
ProfiMitic could not well be provided for by particus I 
ther Statutes; In the 3d Chapter of that Seſſion il 


it was enacted, that the Lord Chancelor and 
Treaſurer, and ſome of the King's Council | 
might ordain Remedy touching the buying and 
ſelling of Fiſh and Wines, c. Wee 


48 0 
r Of 
that 


ES ANOTHER Diſcouragement that Fiſhermen | 
at firſt met with, was a Privilege that the Lords 
f the Admiralty and the Officers under them | 
laimed of exacting Money or Shares of - Fiſh + iſ 


Ind! 
Mt v1 
nel. 


yg SN: 

0 (Wor Licence for going to Sea and fith in Ireland 

0 (nd Newfoundland, and other Places within 
SuMhcir Juriſdiction ; and that the Fiſhermen might i 


de encouraged, and the greater Plenty of Eiſh 
ight come into the Realm, it was enacted ian 
he 2d Year of Edward the 6th, Chap. the 6ch, - i 
That neither the Admiral, nor any Officer un- 
ler him, ſhall in any Time hereafter exact any 

zums, Doles, or Shares, for any Licence to 

aſs this Realm to any of the ſaid Voyages un- 
ler the Penalty of treble the Sum taken, and 
e Party that exacted it ſhould loſe his Office, 


nen 
com 
[ling 
ſome 
Fil 
ea(ol 
Whel 


mw nd make Fine and Ranſome at the King's Will. 
= THE next Point which made a Difficulty: 
t | 


pon the Fiſhermen then and is diſputed now, 
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as well as others. 
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and hath given Oceaſion to this prefent Ttiquiry, 


is the Privilege of Sea-Poft Towns, and Bur. 
roughs that are near the Sea, claiming a Right 
of keeping Prices low, and ſtopping Kidder 
from going to other Markets till their own 
| Towns were ſerved. For as if the Sea was 
{ theirs, and Fiſh were caught only for thoſe that 
lived next it, and not for all the King's Subjets 
that wanted and could buy it, ſuch Perfons had 
claimed and exerciſed ſuch Rights. But it way 
found ſo great a Grievance, that a Law was 
made in the 2d Year of King Richard the 2d 

|| Chap. the 1#, the Preamble of which recites; 
[| © That in that Parliament great Complaint had 
| || © been made for that in many Cities, Burouphi, 


and Ports of the Sea, great Damages, and out: 


0 
| | © ragious Grievances had cauſed a great and ex- 
| | © ceſhve Dearth, above what would have been if 
| | * the Merchant Strangers and others which bring 


ſuch Goods into the Realm, might freely {ell 
their Goods to whom they wou'd; Therefore 


| © they give Power to all Strangers and any of thi 
| | © King's Subjects to bring in Corn, Fleſh, Fill, 


© and all Manner of Victuals and Suſtenance— 


| But Aliens ſhould ſell in Groſs only, and not 


by Retail under the Penalty of paying dubblz 
But in the very firſt Year of the next King, Her 
ty the IVth, this Reſtraint upon Strangers was 
taken off, and they were allowed to retail Fill 


E 


„ K K ET} rs we way way <p 


Ix the th of Queen Elizabeth, Chapter tlie 


Bur. 
Light 5th, there is an Act, the firſt Part of which is 
called, Conſtitutions for the Maintenance of the 


Navy; and the latter Part is ſaid to be, for the 
Increaſe of Proviſion of Fiſb. It gives Liberty 

that to all the Queen's Subjects to tranſport and carry 

eds Many Sea-Fiſh from one Port to another, even out Ii 

had of the Queen's Dominions And farther faith, * it 

ball not be lawful to any Perſon or Perſons in 


way 
was any Porte, City, Town, Market, or other Places 
2% within this Realm to ſet Price or make any Ne- 


ite; * ſraint or take or demand any Toll of any Sea- 
bad Fiſb taken by the Queen's Subjects. But thg 
obs, Town of Hull is excepted from this, 3 


THE Act proceeds, that whereas ſome Clau- 
ſes concerning Regrators and Foreſtallers of 
Markets in an Act in the 5th and 6th of Edward WW 


ring 

fell te VIth, might bear hard upon the Buyers and 
fore Sellers of freſh Fiſh, it repeals ſo much of that 
= Law ag might hinder or hurt them, 2 


Fox the farther Encouragement of the Fiſh- 
ers, it exempts Fiſh from the Power of the Kings 


Ir exempts the Perſons of Fiſhermen from be- 
Ing preſſed for the Land- Service: And it gives 
Tower of taking Apprentices 49 every Houſe= I 


holder that uſed the Sea. | 


F- 
_ 


1 . 3 | | 3 121 
- AND that Fiſhermen might be farther encou- II 
| raged in their Work by being as ſure as the Coed 
vernment cou'd make them of a regular and con 
| ſtant Market for their Fiſh when they had cought 
it, The ſame Statute of the 5th of Queen El. 
'| zabeth added Wedneſday to the two Fiſh-Days 
which the Canons of the Church had appointed 
before on Friday and Saturday: And it required 
| farther, That if any Perſon by reaſon of Sick. 
[|| neſs ſhould obtain Licence for eating Fleſh upon 
any of thoſe Days, Yet they ſhould not ſpend 
the leſs Fiſh, but that for every Diſh of Fleſh, 
that they ſhou'd have upon their Table, they 
| || ſhould have the ſame Number of Fiſh either {alt 
TT 56 


* 
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|  Thts added to the Obſervation of Lent in f 
| || Spring, made a great Conſumption of Salt Fil, 
and was thought ta be a very wiſe Law. 


|| Tr helpt the poor Fiſhermen by ſecuring then 
| || a good Market. It made the yearly Stock ol: 


| Food laſt longer, by making the Fiſh eke out 
| the Fleſh, As March, April, and May, are the 
| || barren Space between the old Year's Stores, and 
| || the new Year's Growth, and therefore are ti: 
Time when the Poor and unprovided alſo are i 
| | Danger of Starving, theſe Laws make even the 

| || Rich do ſomething towards the preventing that 
| || Evil by ſpreading their Tables with Old Ling and 


Herr 


conM:lves and Lambs, which if too much induls 
G0, Ned in the Spring, would hinder even the Year 
con- Mollowing from bringing with it its uſual Plenty 
voltſþf Beef and Mutton, that are the chieſ Support 
Jays 
nted 
red 
ick 
1p0n 
end 
leſh, 
the 
Go 


nd even the Admiralty from Obſtructing the 
he Fiſo themſelves, but rather ſuppoſed the Se 
o be ſuch an inexhauſtible Fund, that without 
heir Help 1t wou'd ſupply both home and foreign 
larkets for ever; but by that Time theſe encou- 
zing Laws had been executed ſome Years, they 
| the 
i Queen Elizahech, Chap. 17. there is an uſe- 
ul Law for preſerving the Spaten and Fry of 


hem 
K of 
out 
the 
and 
the 
e in 
the 
that 
and 
ing 


nd guided by the Legiſlature. 


had been ſo deſtroyed (lamentable and horrible 
to be reported) that even Swine and Dogs had 


wealth ; 


{yring, inſtead of living altogether upon young 


Tu Es E preceding Laws have taken Care of the | ||| 
inz's Navy, and prevented the Sea-port Towns | |} 


ihermen, but they extended not their Care to 1 


iſh, and its Preamble not only teaches the great 
ed of it, but ſhews us the unnatural Heedlef- 
cls of the Generality of Men if not directed 


Tur Spawn (faith that Law) and Fry and 
Toung Breed of Eeles, Salmons, Pikes, c. 


and by Experience, that the Fiſh wanted their 
yes as well as the Fiſhermen; and in the iſt 


1 
= 
| i 


(cn fed with the Fry and Spawn of Fiſh, to thie 
cat Hinderance and Decay of the Common- 
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| of Nets to be two Inches and a half, was founi8 
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| wealth; and therefore it enacts, © that no P 


* ſhou'd be killed that was leſs than ten Incl 


© long, No Salman under Sixteen, No Trout uur 
| * der eight, nor Barbel under twelve Inches, f 


WU IT farther enads, that the Meſh of every Ne 


ſhould be two Inches and a half broad, and tlie Nen 


for Smelts, Loches, Minneis, Bulheads, Gude, 
ons, or Eeles might be as they had been uſually, 


I the 3d of King Fames the Iſt, the Prein In 
ble takes Notice that the Brood of Sea-Fiſh ui 
Spawned and lies in ſtill Water where it may 


have Reſt to receive Nouriſhment and to groy 


to Perfection, and that it is deſtroyed by Wears 


{ Draw-Nets, and Nets with Canvas in Harbour, 


Havens and Creeks, and that it was at that Tin i 
much kept down to the great Damage and Hurt oi» 
the Fiſhermen and Hinderance of the Common: 
Wealth, for that every Wear near the main va 
taketh in twelve Hours, ſometimes the Quantity 
of five, ſometimes of ten, ſometimes of twenty, 
and ſometimes of thirty Buſhels of the Brood dl 
Sea-Fiſh; Therefore it enacted, that if any Pc! 
ſon ſet up any new Wear within five Miles of 
the Sea, or ſhould deſtroy Spawn or Fry contrary 
& Law, he ſhould forfeit Ten Pound. | _ 


WnxR EAS the laſt Law requiring the Meſhe od 


to take Fiſh too ſinall, this Law enacteqd, * 1 ; 


Pitt ch ſhould be three Inches wide, and an Inch | 
nchen nd half from Knot to Knot. Herrings, Pilchards, || 


t unWorats, or Lavidinian were excepted from the 
lauſe about the large Mafh. l 
Ne ConsTAaBLES and Church-Wardens by War- 
Netz unt from a Juſtice of Peace, ſhould have Power 
adge f executing this Law, And every Juſtice of 
ally. eꝛce ſhould have Power of appointing a Subcon- 
zvator who ſhould have half the Fine that was 
can-Minpoſed upon any Offender. 


wi For this laſt, See Richard the IId, Anno 155 


gro Chap. 9. 


ours MW As the firſt mentioned Laws take Care of the 
Tine Fiſhermen, theſe laſt preſerve the Fiſh both 
rt ol Spawn and Fry; and other Laws limit the Times 
mon nd Seaſons of Fiſhing, and forbid thoſe Seaſons 
Sa hat are improper. SIE 


nt, WHETHER ever any Legiſlature made its Care 
d offend Protection reach fo far as to give any Encou- 
Per. gagement or Premiums to thoſe that deſtroyed 
s ole Natural Enemies and Devourers of the F iſh, 
rar know not. . = 


Tt Ev do it to tliofe that deſtroy Wolves and 
ſheWoxer and Vermin that waſte Warrens and For- 
und reſts and Cornfields, and the uſeful Kinds of Fiſh 
| theſWre as timerous and weak, and their Deſtroyers 
lauge very numerous. THERE | 
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 ,, THERE are Shayks, Sea-Dogs, Sword. Hf 


that, for ought I know, they may be one Reaſon 


are thought to be leſs productive of them than 


that were accepted in groſs in Henry the VIlths 


N 8 
| I 
. 4 
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Sam · Fiſb, Otters by Water; Cormoraits, Oſprey 
Herns, Bitterns, Sea-Cobs, or Sea-Gulls that bull 
upon the Rocks, by Land. 


2 THEY are but Carrrion themſelves, but ye 
live upon the Fry and Spawn of Fith and friglt 
them from their reſting Places to that Degra 


that makes ſome Seas. have ſo few Fiſh that the 


thers; But whether ever any Nation made it Pan 
of their Care to keep down the great Number 
that there are of them, excepting of Herns hen 
in Ireland, I am not able to ſay; but for othe 
Sort of defenſive Laws there are all thoſe that! 
have reckoned up, and I do not know but tat 
moſt of them are of Force arid binding here as 
well as in England. LET CES, 


Max of them are very antient, and wer 
received here with the reſt of the Engliſb Law 


Time, and as moſt ef them were made for tis 
Maintenance of the Navy, by keeping up Nut: 
ſeries for Sea-Men, and for 4 Increaſe of Pro- 
viſion for the Support of the Common-Wealil, 
] doubt not but they are binding not only in Ire- 
land which is named in ſome of them, but in al 
the King's Dominions, even as far as the: Jas 
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3 


— 
' 
- 
3 # 
* N 
» * 


ras the Tides reach: And as all Privy-Coun- 


ns are Conſervators of -Fiſh and Fiſhermen, I 
Wou'd be glad if I con'd lay any Thing that wou'd 
rn the Eyes of all public-ſpirited Men this Way, 


Improvement. 


lot only the Mildneſs of the Air and Richneſs 
F the Soil in ſome Places, but the Cloudineſs of 


rves them for an Umbrella that makes them 
ſs ſub ject to Frights, and more at Reſt, becauſe 
s vifible. | 4 - 


Upo the Account of theſe and ſuch like Roa 
eres, the learned Cambden in his Corographical 


quentius Piſcium Copiam Retiumq; rupturas 
ro · ¶ potius quam de fectus Conquerantur: That Lough 
th Ern was fo well ftored with Fiſh, that the Fiſh= 
. enen complained of too many rather than too 


al few, and were in Danger of breaking their [ 


1-W \cts by their great Number, rather than of 
PPP 


2ion of the: Admiralty extends, which is thro- 
| the Brittiſh Iflands and Navigable Rivers as 


lors and Juſtices of the Peace, and even Con- 
ables and Church-Wardens, with a Juſtice's War- 


nd rouſe up a Spirit toward the Care of this Kind 


Tear the Triſh Seas are as full of Fiſh: as the | 
rIttiſh, T believe there is no Doubt to be made. 


te Skie is of Service in this Reſpe&, becauſe it | 


ſcription of Ireland, gives this Teſtimony of 
e great Plenty of Fiſh in Lough Ern. Lacus 
Erno adeo piſcoſus ut Piſcatores nimiam fre- 
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© wanting a good Draught: and altho? want; 
Care of the Spawn and Fry, and unlawful Ne! 


| . Numerous Rivers empty themſelves into its Ch 


now made both that and other Places far fro 
| anſwering Cambden's Character of Lough Ih 


laſt Edition of Cambden, faith, that Lough 
well ſtored with Fiſh Fa 


| the Loughs, the Sea-Fiſh have great Conveniend 
of retiring and lodging their Spawn in the cal 
Waters. Both thoſe Lakes which are numer 
and the Seas near them, are in the right Latitut 


Ice, and the Sharks, Sword-Fiſh and Crocodit 


and received from Foreigners a confiderable It 
bute of Money and great Support of Provili 


provident as to make this Advantage, they 


ol 
rh 


of 
yet the learned preſent Biſhop of London in Mm 


and unſeaſonable and too frequent fiſhing, hy 


AND that the Open Seas have as much Plenh 
as the Loughs, we can make as little Queſtia 


nels, and by the Communication they havewil 


between the Whale-Fifheries under the North 


that are bred in the hot Waters near the EH 
tor, and therefore even the old native 1riſo thei 
ſelves, though they were not ſo wile as tol 
up Fiſheries upon their own Coaſts, yet impolt 


of Fiſh, for ſuffering them to caſt their Nets! 
oo Seas, and cure their Fiſh in their Hi 
OUTS, | JJ ES 


IF any queſtion whether the Natives were 1 


01 


ant Monſult the 6th Statute that was made here in 
Nel-/2nd in the 5th Year of Edward the IVth, in 
hich the Iriſa Parliament prohibited Foreign- 
rs from this Trade with the Natives, and im- 
oſed 2 Tribute to be paid into the King's Cuſ- 
On YE £7 


| IN ſhort, Mr. Chambers in his late excellent 

dictionary, ſaith, the uſeful Fiſh thrive beſt in 
e temperate cool Airs, and therefore the Eaſt- 
ide of Scotland, and Northern Coaſts of Eng- 
nd, ſupply both Engliſh, Dutch, Danes, Swedes, 
vi mburghers, and Bremen with ſuch Stores of 
ceneMicrring and Cod as are a great Support of their 
c overnment, and Peeple, and he ſaith that the } 
e Side of Scotland is the very Place where 
tie Fiſhing Trade may be carried to the higheſt 
Perfection: Now the Weſt Side of Scotland is 


the 
ode Northern Part of Ireland, and yet even there 
que are fo far from exporting Fiſh for the Supply 
helf others, that it is from the Parts adjoining to 


at that the Proteſtant Part of our Peeple are 

lying to America for Food, and thoſe who ſtay 

5 "a bd great Danger of periſhing for Want 
read. ene ee 


In reciting the Engliſh Laws which had been 
ade for Encouragement of the Fiſhing-Trade, 
paſſed over one that was enacted in Favour of 
ne Pilchard-Fiſhery in the firſt Year of Sy 
ames the firſt, Chapter 23d. That chiefly reſ- 

6 3 ; pects 
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Heretofure much more conſiderable than it is at ff 2 


— 


| peas Somerſetſhire, Devonſhire and Cornwal : And 


T whereas there was a Sort of Men called Dir-g.M -Þ 
ors, Huors, Balkers, and Congers, that from theliſicb 
Tops of the Hills uſed to give Notice to the o 
 ſhermen of the Time when the Herrings au ish 
| Pilchards came near, and of the Places when 
they ſhou'd caſt their Nets; And whereas Hes 
Owners of the Land from whence, they tod hat 
their Views, had brought Actions of Treſpaſs i ti 
gainſt them for damaging .their Crops, the L= 
indemnified ſuch uſeful Men from all ProfecutiWat 
ons upon that Account: and whereas the Manie 
gers of that Fiſhery were incorporated into pr 
Body for the better carrying on ſo chargeabk 
but uſeful a Work, the Statute enacted, that wifi 1 
particular Perſons ſhould ſell Pilchards or FumW"d 
thoes, but with the Leave and Conſent of Med 
' Owner or Major Part of that Company. Wc 
| 1 ATE ® 
As there were many Pilchards found on ha 
South Part of Ireland; In the 1oth of Kin 
| || Charles the Iſt, in the Time of the Earl of StrafÞon 
Ford, that Law of King James the iſt was ena! 
|! ed here in Treland, and was carried on with god 
|! Succeſs. I ſuppoſe it muſt be upon the Acccu 1 
of that, That the moſt Reverend and Learn eme 
the preſent Archbiſhop of Dublin, was able rt 
| fay in his Eſſay upon the Fiſheries of Jrelan : 


lately printed with the Natural Hiſtory of |! 
Page 190, That the Fiſheries of Ireland had bees, 
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zur when the Maſſacre in Ireland, and the 


red. 
1 thee bellion in England broke out, and fell heavieſt 
Fon thoſe who had projected and ſupported that 
an ier y, it muſt fall to the Ground immediately, 
herd 1 doubt it hath not been revived ſince. The 
 thſMW.carncd Archbiſhop before mentioned intimates, 
tockMWhat it was thought, that the Noiſe of the Guns 
the Sea-tight at Bantry-Bay between Sir George 
Lind 00k and the French, frighted the Pilchards from 
cut hat Coaſt, but I offer it to Conſideration, he- 


Je Cauſe that I have aſſigned, might not be alſo 
preceding Reaſon. 5 ” | 


' THESE Things conſidered, it would be well 
nd wiſe for us, if all public-ſpirited Men tur- 
jd their Thoughts this Way, and as the Duke 
f Ormond in 1664, recommended this to the 
ommiſſioners of Trade for their Conſideration, * | 
yhat could be more ſeaſonable than to try what 
an be done in it at this Time, when the uncom- 
on Scarcity and Dearneſs of Corn does very 
enſibly affect both Rich and Poor. J 


| THE Obſtructions that hinder it now are the 
ame that = in its Way when it was undertaken | 
rt in England, 3 = 


"If >£a-PorRT Towns and Burroughs near the || 
een, claim Privileges that are injurious to the 
ſy ole Common-Wealth ; Let it be conſidered || 
7 2 a whether 


4 
x, 
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Lands upon the Sea-Coaſts, make the Fiſhermen 


| | the neceſſary Haſte of that kind of Buſineſs, and 1 
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whether the Act in the 2d of Richard the Il on 
Chapter the iſt, doth not give free Power, uon 
only to the King's Subjects, but alſo even to Fg 
reign Merchants to import both Fiſh and all bthe 
Food into ſuch Towns and by them to all oth 
Markets, where they will; For it gives th . 
full Power 7 doing it; Notwithſtanding au 
1h 


* Statutes, Ordinances, Charters, udgmenta, 41M / 
* lowantes, Cuſtoms and Uſapes made or ſuffer» 
to the Contrary ;. which Charters and Frandhis ' 
* ſes, if any there be, ſhall be utterly repealed auc 


© annulled as a Thing made, uſed, and granted 
* againſt the Common Profit to the Oppreſſion 1 


* the People. 
Acaty, It * ſaid, that Gentlemen who have 


buy their Liberty, by paying an arbitrary Sun 
for every Boat that goes out. It may be con 
dered whether that is not contrary to this laſt c- 
ted Law, and contrary to the Statute made in 
the 2d Year of Edward the VIth, Chapter tix 
6th, which forbad ſuch Exactions even by ts 
Lords of the Admiralty, or any of the Govet 


nonrs of the Cinque-Ports. 


" oem. . The Kidders and n 


are ſtopt in the Roads as if they were Regrator JO! 


and Perſons to be diſcouraged; It may be conlt| fr 
dered, whether ſuch Practice be not contrary '0 tl 


contrary 


 IWontrary to the Rights of all Markets, and alſo 
| tofEontrary to the 5th of Queen Elizabeth, Chap- 
d Fi 
the 
the 
then 
30 
„A. 
ered 
nchis 
' and 


er the 5th, which exempts Fiſhermen and the 
Buyers and Sellers of freſh Fiſh from the Law || 

zoainſt Regrators made in the 5th Year of EA. 
ard the VIth, Chapter the 14th. 


AGAIN, As the 1ſt of Queen Elizabeth faith, | 
Sine and Dogs had been fed with Spawn: and 
xs the 23d of King James faith, the Fry of Fiſk } 
had been conſuined before fit for uſing, the Arcb- | 


nal of Dublin in that Eſſay concerning the Fi- 
» beries of Ireland before mentioned, ſaith Eeles 


are taken in Sieves as they come out of the Sea, 
no bigger than Straws, and are prefled together 
in Cakes and ſo boiled and eaten. I have heard 
others ſay as much; but one wou'd think ſuch a2 
practice ſhou'd not be ſuffered in any Nation that iſ 
takes Care of its People. 1 


A6carN, As in England the Projects for the | 
Fiſhery had not their due Force, till appointed 
Fiſh-Days increaſed and regulated the Conſump- 
ion; Every good Man here ſhould be a Law to 
himſelf in a reaſonable Degree, and every Meal 
of that Sort that he makes, he may reckon to be 
"(han Act of Virtue. Queen Elizabeth when the i 
ors once wanted to eat Fleſh, took a Licence for it 
aft. from the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and if it be 
to thought ſhe did it for Example, that ſhou'd have || 
and Wo much the greater Effect upon our Practice. 8 if 


0 
* 
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* Tow ſhort all the great Officers of the Crow 
Pri vy-Councellors, Chief Magiſtrates of Town 
+ Juſtices of Peace, and even Conſtables, Church 
Lf Wardens and Over-Seers of the Poor, fhoulf 

think themſelves Conſervators of the Meat of th 

People; and as Learned Men in our Age, hay 

been ſo wiſe as to turn their Studies from van 
Speculations to the uſeful Knowledge of Nature 

[ and as the Creatures of the Sea exceed the Beal 
| bi of the Earth in Magnitude, Number and Var: 
[+ ety, their Natures, Figures, Inſtincts, Sagacitig 
Manner of Life, Change of Places, and hidda 
FTreaſure afford much curious Matter for Obſer 
vation, and they ſhou'd take Pleaſure in Colle 
ing and laying together the Knowledge of al 
that have been exerciſed in thoſe Works an 
Trades, that they may do the ſame Offices to th 
# Fiſhermen of our Nation, that: the Watcher 


Huors, and Directors in the Pilchard Fiſhery Mt 
from the Mountains to thoſe that are caſtinſſe 
their Nets upon the Wasers below them. ff 
FT RE moſt Reverend and Learned ArchbiſhoWi 
of Dublin hath led the Way, and ſet us an viſor 
ful Example in that Eſſay that T have mentionelfſ, 
twice already, in the Natural Hiſtory of Irelann: 
106 pur out by the learned Dr. Molineux And all 1 
would not leave out any Thing that comes to Mt 
with the Weight and Authority of his judgmenhid 
will take Leave to add, That beſides the wp 
— — —__ RE - Remark 
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romfWmefal Waſte of the Fry of Eeles and other 
. Owns 
jurch 
out 
of th 
hay 
1 Vait 


Bay in 1689, had in driving away the Pil- 
iards from thoſe Seas, He takes Notice how 
en the Firing ſome Guns for Pleaſure in Dub- 
Bay ſpoil'd the Fiſhery for that Seaſon. I ſup- 


marks that I have already cited, about the 


h, and the great Effect which the Noiſe and 
Mncuſſion of the Air in the Sea-fight at Ban- 


ſe it was for this Reaſon that one Act of Par- 


ture 

Beak ment forbids any Fiſhermen to caſt an Anchor 
Va the Place of Fiſhing in the Time while the 
iti ing laſted. | 

tos: 3 3 1 
bſafWHe takes Notice farther how too frequent and 
leiWnitant Fiſhing in any Place deſtroys the Mo; 


F al 
and 
0 tit 
hers, 
y 
{tine 


Is and Reſt from Fiſhing are as neceſſary fox 
e Sea, as Intermiſſtons are for the Land: But 
the Wants of the Markets and Imployment of 
e Fiſhermen will not bear ſuch long Times of 


N meneſs of the Maſh, and the Size of the Fiſh 
„ ich may be taken; and the Fence-Mout he or 
vie 
nel 


lan 
as] 


ace Months for Salmons by the iſt of Edward 
lit, the 13th of Richard the IId, and the 17th 
the ſame Prince, Chapter the 9th, is from the, 
eniddle of April till St. Martin's Day, the 4th of 
tog , but in Lanchaſhire, where the Reaſon al- 
my | = ters, 


er-Fiſh, and brings the Remainder to too ſmall 
dize, and therefore ſuggeſts, that annual Inter- 


ſpite, the more Care muſt be taken of the | 


Pnths of Defence when they are out of Sea- il 
, muſt be the more carefully preſerved. 1 


o 
1 
3 
7 
5 


"TR" 
ters, The taking of them is prohibited from 1M" 
chaelmas only till Candlemas, for by that Tin 
the Act faith, they come into Seafon in thoſe Pay 
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Tre ſame Learned Archbiſhop ſuggeſts to u 
that one Reaſon of the Difference of the Tiny 
proper for taking of them, may be the Lengthq 
the Way whither the Salmon travel to lay thi 
Spawn. In the Bann they go thirty or for 
Miles, and being wearied and weakned with tha 
long journey, they ſpawn but once in the Len 
but at Ramelton on the Bay of Swilly they ſpan 

twice in a Year, and being but little weaka 
ed the Sea being near, they are never mucho 
T 


StR Robert Redding is another who hath | 
us a good Example in this Cafe. He doth! 
with reſpe& to the Pearl-Ffſhery which is fou 
nin four Rivers in Tyrone, Some in the County 
I Donnagall, a River near Dundalk, the Shu 

running by Waterford, and Lougblean in Ker 
He mentions one of forty, another of eigil 
Pounds Value, but the People who find them 
perhaps but 50 Shillings, or four Pounds. I 
+ Muſcles that they are in lie Part opened, puttili 
forth their white Fins out of the Shells lil 
Tongue out of the Mouth. 8 
| 
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[ THE Pearl being no Natural Part of the Ant 
mal, but rather a Biſeaſe like the Stone, is fon 


: - 
$144 
MEE 1 
i + WW 


of a * 

Ys 4 . 

$ N 
4 a. 

FA... 50 


«of 

* 
9 

** 

| * - — 5 . 
* 
— 

5 * 


1 the Parts fartheſt from the Head or Mouth, 
Thich is at the opening of the Shells, as is the 
"ſe in all Snails. In the Trib Muſcles they 1 
ind but one Pearl, but in other Places the ſame | 
ih hath many in ſeveral Parts of their Bodies, 
"me ſo large as to hinder the Shells from cloſing 


— hereby the Fiſh is killed. 

7 — Ma. Chambers, ( ſome of whoſe Obſervations 1 
ut have mingled with Sir Robert Reddings ) in his 
YolWitionary under the Word Pearl Fiſhery, takes 


lotice that there are not only Pearl-Fiſheries in 
nia, Arabia-Felix, and Coylon, and Japan, 
ut in America, Tartary, Muſcovy; and in Eu- 
he in Bavaria and upon the Coaſts of Scotland, 
1d Pearls being found in the Rivers of 1relrng, 
night invite the Inhabitants to examine the Coaſts 
fit alſo; but as yet I believe ſmall Pains hath 
een taken in their Search. 


ra time Mr. Chambers under the Word Fi- 
Vn ery 1s very large and particular about both the 
ig vale, Herring, Salmon, Cod, Sturgeon, and 


card Fiſheries, He faith, the Dutch imploy 
Thouſand Fly-Boats in the Herring-Fiſhery, 

Ae {4ith the 17% Herring are counted next to the | 
arch, and he deſcribes the Manner of Curing 
ot Sorts of Herring, which is fo plain that it 
_ Wierely ſeems poſlible to miſs it. As faſt as they 
Aue covght, they are gutted, but the Row and 
a0 "it are left in them. They are waſhed in freſh 
ler, and put twelve or fifteen Hor 

| | | Brie 
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with Salt at Top and Bottom and cloſe preſt a 
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kept longer in the ſame Sort of Brine, (to pi 


ji C11 JUL! 2 
[| four and Tyenty Hours, then are ſtrung by 1 
Head on little wooden Spits, and ten or tweli 
LI Thouſand at a Time are dried in little f 
4 Rooms or Chimneys, with a Fire of Bruſh-WoolW: 
| which is only ſuffered to ſmother, but not bla 
or flame. A Buſhel of Salt he ſaith ſhould 
1 uſed to every Barrel of Herring 's 
N . ho 
Book, and 1ſt Chapter, under the Name'4ſzlu'« 
takes Notice after Schonfeldins, how the Bou 
and Wiſdom of Providence had given the NM! 
1 thern Nations Plenty of Fiſh to make them il 
It mends for the ſmall Produce of Corn and Fril 
that thoſe cold Airs brought forth for their r 
| II Hhabitants. After letting us know that under fi 
Name Aſellus or Cod fiſh was comprehended v 
was called Keeling, Green-fiſn, North-Sea- 
Wt HFaberdeen, Ifland-Fiſh, Stock-Fiſh, and Fool 
| j John, and ſometimes Haddock, he adds, til 
| 14 through Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Muſic ri 
and all other the Northern Iſles, the People WB 
| lt nor only eat that Fiſh ſalted for Bread, and i 
41 3 ä Ra e SS #1 149 6 * 
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r Dainties; but made large Profit by ſupply- 


ey ſi 0 all the Southern Nations of Europe with the | 

oveWine; and as we have no reſtraining Laws that 

eſt nder us from doing the ſame, We have no Ex- 

MW for our Omiſhon, but the unſettled Times 
nd frequent Convulſions that have hindered us 

ing om improving even the Land at home. 

0 wi 


[ know not, Sir, whether you will find Time 


by th 

4 read this long Letter, and yet I will add to 
e co, That all Princes who border upon the Sea 
Word have Fleets to command it, reckon large 


Wo3lts of it to be Part of their Dominions; and 
they are at the Charge of keeping Light-Hou- 
s, building and keeping open riavens, and ſee- 
g Juſtice done upon it, ſo they find Noble Ad- 
ntages that make them ample Amends. One of 
e Authors that I have read, ſaith, Portugal had 


SounMctter want its Eaſt-India Trade than that of its 

> NalfW1/cbards 

— : 8 1 5 

Fri Tux 4rbenians found ſuch Riches by their 
ir Mrade and Commerce, That in their way of 
r Meaking, they ſaid Neptune, or the God of the 


„„ went halves with the Goddeſs of Learning, 
bailding the Walls of their City. 


ill THE Venetians in their way of Popular In- 
caruction have their Doge every Aſcenſion Day, 
ſe Marry the Adriatic Sea, with a Ring which they 
hep by them, to be uſed in the Solemnity of 
cry next Marriage. 1 Ir 
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Fl Gain to be made of it. 


Tour very bumble, 


moured, ſhe is worth their Courtſhip. She hat 
Pearls and Amber, as well as Whales and Ma 


| 


* 


ir may teach all Iſlands to look upon the & 
as their Miſtreſs, and tho' ſhe be a Coy Dan 
— peeviſh enough ſometimes, and mult be hy 


cril, and now we begin to find the Want of f 
it is to be hoped we ſhall no longer conſider 
only as a Road to be paſſed over without othq 


* am, SIR, 


And obedient Servant, 
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